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Brief (1 paragraph) summary of professional interests:
My research interests involve the learning, motivation, and involvement of
hormones in developing and maintaining drug addiction-like behaviors.
Specifically, my research focuses on investigating potential behavioral and
pharmacological treatments for drug addiction-like behaviors. My commitment to high-quality
research and student involvement in research motivates my desire to serve the MPA community,
specifically student support and participation. My teaching philosophy includes a commitment to
high-impact practices both in curriculum design and pedagogy. My holistic advising philosophy ranges
from prescriptive (e.g., course scheduling) to developmental (e.g., helping students become
independent agents of their success). This commitment to teaching and advising would extend to the
support of professional development through symposiums and workshops at MPA that focus on
student success both in and out of the classroom. I am committed to diversity, equity, and inclusion
(DEI) through the advancement of DEI across the campus culture, support, curriculum, course content,
and in my classrooms. This commitment would extend to a focus on a diverse and inclusive MPA by
serving, investing in, and elevating the voices of our diverse student, faculty, and research membership
body as well as the society of which MPA serves.
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Representative honors or awards (no more than five):
2022
Diversity Equity and Inclusion certification for the course: Drugs and Behavior
2021
Faculty/Student Research Grant, proposal title “Avian model of ethanol Reward”
2020
High Impact Practices in undergraduate research designation for the course: Learning
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R. Rush, Ph.D. (T32DA035200)

Involvement in MPA:
Since I was a student, I have been a member of the Midwest Psychology Association (MPA); I have
served as an MPA neuroscience program committee member for the last three years and currently
serve as the MPA representative for my current university. I have presented at MPA as a student and
as a faculty member. Additionally, I have supported students that have presented at MPA. Notably, I
have been invited to organize a symposium (2021) and a workshop (2022) at MPA. In both of these
invited demonstrations, I have worked with several faculty across the country to bring relevant and
engaging content to MPA.

